Effect of intercostal nerve blockade during operation on lung function and the relief of pain following thoracotomy.
The use, during operation, of intercostal nerve blocks with lignocaine and bupivacaine for the relief of pain following thoracotomy was assessed in 138 patients. Irrespective of the method used to evaluate efficacy, it was not possible to demonstrate a lasting effect of clinical significance favouring either local anaesthetic agent. This form of treatment, although free from serious side effects, had no beneficial effects on lung function and is not recommended for the relief of pain following surgery.